
 

1 | P a g e  
 

CIT Relays and Switches for Motor Control Equipment 

Relays, rocker switches, and limit switches are essential components in motor control systems. 
They are used to control the operation of motors, providing functionalities such as starting, 
stopping, speed control, direction control, and safety. Here's how each of these components is 
utilized in motor control applications: 

1. Relays in Motor Control 

Relays are electrically operated switches that use an electromagnet to mechanically operate a 
switch. In motor control, they are commonly used for: 

• Starting and Stopping Motors: Relays can be used to control the main power supply to a 
motor. By energizing or de-energizing the relay coil, the relay can open or close its contacts, 
thus turning the motor on or off. 

• Motor Reversing: In applications where a motor needs to change its direction of rotation, 
relays can be used to switch the polarity of the power supply or to change the wiring 
configuration of the motor windings. This is common in applications like conveyor belts, 
where the direction of movement may need to be reversed. 

• Overload Protection: Relays can be part of overload protection circuits. If the motor draws 
too much current, the relay can disconnect the motor to prevent damage. Thermal overload 
relays are a specific type used for this purpose, which trip when excessive current causes 
overheating. 

• Contactor Control: In larger motors, relays can control contactors, which are heavy-duty 
switches designed to handle high currents. The relay provides a low-power control signal to 
the contactor, which then switches the high-power motor circuit. 

• Interlocking: Relays can be used to implement safety interlocks, ensuring that certain 
conditions are met before the motor can be operated. For example, a relay might prevent a 
motor from starting unless a safety guard is in place. 

2. Rocker Switches in Motor Control 

Rocker switches are manually operated switches that rock between two or more positions. In 
motor control systems, they are often used for: 

• Manual On/Off Control: Rocker switches can directly control the power supply to a motor, 
providing a simple and intuitive way to start or stop the motor. These switches are common 
in smaller motor-driven devices like fans or pumps. 

• Speed and Direction Control: Rocker switches can be used to select different speed 
settings or control the direction of a motor. For example, a rocker switch might have a 
center-off position, with one side for forward rotation and the other for reverse. 
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• Mode Selection: In more complex systems, rocker switches can be used to select different 
operating modes, such as automatic, manual, or maintenance modes. This allows the 
operator to control how the motor functions in various scenarios. 

• Indicator Integration: Many rocker switches include indicator lights, which can show the 
status of the motor, such as whether it is running or in a particular mode. 

3. Snap-Action Switches in Motor Control 

Snap-action switches are electromechanical devices that are activated by physical movement. 
They are commonly used in motor control systems for: 

• Position Sensing: Limit switches detect the presence or absence of an object, or the 
movement of a mechanical part. In motor control, they are often used to determine the 
position of moving parts, such as the end of travel for an actuator or the position of a 
conveyor belt. 

• Safety Interlocks: Limit switches can serve as safety devices by preventing machinery from 
operating under unsafe conditions. For example, a limit switch can stop a motor if a 
machine cover is removed or if an operator enters a restricted area. 

• Automatic Shutoff: In applications where a motor needs to stop at a specific point, limit 
switches can provide a signal to shut off the motor. This is useful in applications like 
automated gates, elevators, or machine tools, where precise stopping points are critical. 

• Overtravel Protection: Limit switches can protect equipment by stopping motors when 
they reach their maximum range of motion, preventing damage from overtravel. 

Summary 

Relays, rocker switches, and limit switches are crucial for the effective and safe operation of motor 
control systems. Relays provide automatic and remote-control capabilities, rocker switches offer 
manual control and mode selection, and limit switches ensure safety and precision in movement 
and positioning. Together, these components enable complex and reliable control of motors across 
a wide range of applications. 

CIT Relays used in Motor Control Equipment: 

• J107 Series 
• J115F1 Series 
• J115F2 Series 

• J115F3 Series 
• J123 Series 
• J151 Series 

CIT Switches used in Motor Control Equipment: 

• RN Series 
• RW Series 
• VM3 Series 
• VM3S Series 

https://citrelay.com/view_relay.php?series=J107
https://citrelay.com/view_relay.php?series=J115F1
https://citrelay.com/view_relay.php?series=J115F2
https://citrelay.com/view_relay.php?series=J115F3
https://citrelay.com/view_relay.php?series=J123F
https://citrelay.com/view_relay.php?series=J151
https://citrelay.com/view_switch.php?series=RN
https://citrelay.com/view_switch.php?series=RW
https://citrelay.com/view_switch.php?series=VM3
https://citrelay.com/view_switch.php?series=VM3S

